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Winter Outlook Highlights

● Most of Middle Tennessee is currently in a drought or at least 
considered “abnormally dry.” The drought is likely to persist 
throughout the winter in most areas.

● The Climate Prediction Center currently has a La Niña Watch, 
and it does appear that we are trending toward a La Niña 
winter.

● The outlook for December through February favors above 
normal temperatures across Middle Tennessee with near 
normal precipitation.







3-Month Rainfall Departures (August 24 - November 21)

Significant portions of eastern 
and southern Middle 
Tennessee have received 
only 50-80% of their normal 
precipitation totals during the 
past 90 days, which has 
caused drought conditions to 
worsen.



Winter Outlook from the Climate Prediction Center



Southern Oscillation Outlook

● The Climate Prediction Center currently has a La Niña Watch.

● La Niña is most likely to emerge in October-December 2024 (57% 
chance) and is expected to persist through January-March 2025.

● La Niña winters in Middle Tennessee tend to result in normal to 
above normal precipitation. But because Middle Tennessee is so 
close to the dividing line between warm and cool, temperatures 
during La Niña winters are more mixed.



What does La Niña mean for Middle Tennessee?



What does La Niña mean for Middle Tennessee?



Winter Climate Normals

Nashville Average 
High Temp

Average 
Low Temp

Average 
Precip

Average 
Snowfall

December 52.2° 33.3° 4.43” 0.4”

January 49.1° 30.1° 4.02” 2.0”

February 53.8° 33.0° 4.47” 1.5”

Clarksville Average 
High Temp

Average 
Low Temp

Average 
Precip

December 48.9° 31.0° 4.36”

January 46.2° 27.7° 3.28”

February 50.8° 30.6° 3.87”

Crossville
Exp Sta

Average 
High Temp

Average 
Low Temp

Average 
Precip

Average 
Snowfall

December 45.1° 28.9° 6.54” 3.1”

January 41.6° 25.1° 5.49” 3.5”

February 45.4° 28.0° 5.66” 4.4”

Columbia Average 
High Temp

Average 
Low Temp

Average 
Precip

December 51.1° 29.6° 5.64”

January 47.9° 26.9° 4.60”

February 52.4° 29.1° 5.11”



Takeaways

● La Niña conditions are emerging, and this will likely have some 
impact on our winter weather.

● The winter outlook favors warmer-than-normal temperatures 
across Middle Tennessee. In spite of this, periods of cold 
weather and wintry precipitation will still be possible.

● The winter outlook favors near normal precipitation. This would 
make it difficult to make up existing rainfall deficits. Drought 
conditions are therefore likely to persist in many areas at least 
until spring.
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